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It is a small house, low and narrow, the/roof loping opvosite to 


what one might one would expect, toward the front, seer is really the side. 


The Vieux Carre runs from northeast to southwest. The northeastern boundary is 
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Esplanede Szeeet, quiét, dignified, and divided wiée well-kept grassy plét. 


On the ee quarter is bounded by North Rampert Street. Dauphine & 


separated from Rampart by Burgundy. The house at 1313 is on the northwest 
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side of Deuphpne, one building and a courtyard from Esplenade/ A bus stops 


antique-style 
between it ani the corner. An aibenadelibe echt el street lamo has beén 


installed directly opposite the street entrance to 13135, but it sheds no 
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light in the house, for that wall is solid, =m unbroken by a single windobVor 
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a door. The meek brick wall, cement, d over and pyinted sparklins white, rises 
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fron the inside edge of the narrow/sidewalk. Entrance to the residence is 


ol bat fretbly ~4 orth 
through the courtyard whose encient-Dlood-red @@xk door, brilliant in the 


white brick courtyard well, is a single low step up from the sidewalk. Twenty 


inches above the top of the door is @ row of jagged, white-painted bottleg 
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tmbadded in concrete, tops broken ae x the tenets wall er 
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from the house toward Esplanade,’ ending in an iron fence on the inside, ‘2 
Te 
graceful curve efarsieh is just visible from the ee cats of Dauphine Steeet. 


On the opposite side,toward Barracks Street, is a taller, gray- 


painted house whose windows, -set—-musuat forthe ezea, are about four times 
» fn 
the heigtLof the two on the op=esize wall of 13513 that ere visible from the 


street. A narrow alley separates the two homes. The graceful, ornate roof and 
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typical peri a eoay Oe the panied, mi: i 
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iven railings, an contrast with\the cold but privacy-insuring, stark, 





“aiskx unbroken visible plain face of the house at 1313, whose immsculste 
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hardness offers ea single untidy Rete to the ae ful ees ghont—s fone fom 


directly over the door, one of the broxen bottles is missing and snother 
leans crazily, as though a determine: eas its formidability. 
TL, is is a cold house and a strange one. Spotlessly painted, the 
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é 
inconguuous whiteness bro<en only by the blood-clor of the door and the inmosi 


fue 


black trim of the tiny windows, 
+iently 


um gers most of it is invisible. The wrong-slope of the roof is an additionel 
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jarring note, but then, the house itself is a conspicuous departure from norm, 
N 
Pyar ona” x 
what what is normel in houses and shat is normal in the #rench juarter. There 
is: ndFhing else quite like it. Further, it is, save for the courtysrd, smothered 


ae Flig 
by theCoroperties surrounding it 


a little by the dense, dsrk-green business of trees only the impenetrable tops 
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seem to press egainst it, held off only 


of which are visible. lt is as though the other homes confine this one because 
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utsider, so prominent a deperture from the 


eS houses 


One enters the house through the kitchen. Its upver-floor bedroom is 


Gass said to have unusuel appointments. 


